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Research
(@) Completed

The Role of Print and Electronic Media in the Constitution of New Religious Publics
in Yorubaland. (The final report of the research was submitted to School of Oriental
and African Studies, London which was the sponsor of the project).

Christian Movements and Democratic Governance in Nigeria. (The Report of the
Research was submitted to the Federal Ministry of Internal Affairs through Prof. J
Ibrahim who was the chief facilitator)

Repositioning Contextual Biblical Hermeneutics in Africa towards Holistic
Empowerment. (The outcome of this research was published in 2010 Issue of Black
Theology:An International Journal)

The Bible as Resource Bank for coping strategy for People Living with Hiv/Aids in
Africa (The result of this research was submitted to University of South Africa,

Pretoria, where | am presently a Research Fellow).

(b) In Progress

1.

Harnessing Ordinary Readers of the Bible Potentials for Social Development in
Africa. The Bible today in Africa is being read at two levels: the ordinary and the
critical. Much of the biblical studies have been concentrated on the critical or trained
readers to the neglect of the ordinary reader. This research is seeking for ways these
experiential potentials of the ordinary reader can be deployed to aid effective
interpretation and proper internalization of the message of the Bible. This is done with
view to demonstrate that effective understanding and utilisation of the message of the
Bible can enhance personal and social transformation.
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The research began in March 2013 and presently the field work is progressing. With
the help of some research assistants we are conducting in-depth interviews with some
key informants and also identifying groups to be used for the Focus Group Discussion.
However if we are able to access the needed grant the research may be completed by
August 2014.

. The effects of Vernacular Biblical Hermeneutics on Practice of Christianity in

Ibadan. Reading and interpreting the Bible in the indigenous and mother tongue,
otherwise known as Vernacular hermeneutics is now becoming a popular area of
studies in African Biblical Studies. However, previous studies on vernacular
hermeneutics have not paid adequate attention to its impact on the practice of
Christianity. This study therefore examines vernacular hermeneutics with the view to
establishing its effects on the practice of Christianity in Ibadan. The Study began in
October 2012.

However, one of the major constraints that have not enhanced the quick completion of
the project is that most members of the selected groups were not cooperating. Some of
them were asking for financial incentives so that they will be motivated to take
seriously the task apportioned them. New groups have been assembled and if they are
willing to carry out the task assigned them, then; the research may be completed by
September 2014.
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